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Chin (Uf, dee. 16tn, 156 


Sereno Watson, 

Cambridge, Mass-, 

Dear Siri---I have written you twice 
in regard to a position which I understood was 
vacant at your placé. As I have received no 
reply, [£ am entirely at loss to understand the 
matter. 

Our P. Me here is a very negligent fellow 
and £ have come te the conclusion that he must 
pe at fault, and so [ am going to register this 
lettere 

If the position is still unfilled at the 
Herbarium, will you kindly inform me what the 
remuneration is, hours of work, ete. { refer 
you to Dr. Thurber, as to myself. 

Trusting this letter will meet with wxkn 
petter suecéss than hawelits predecessors, [ 
remain 

Yours respectfully, 


Aes U. Gtoate. 


P, S.---Have you heard anything yet as te the 
Botany of California? Can you tell me where [ 
ean procure the published part of the Synepti- 
cal Flora of N. Ae? 
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CLIFTON, PASSAIC CO., NJ. 








Chin UJ, vee. 23rd, FS 


Dear Dr. Watson?- 
Yours of the 20th inst. at hand. It was a surprise to 
me, for [ had given up hope of evor hearing from Cambridge 

I note the contents of your letter. The position [ thought 
Was vacant, and for which [ applied, was that of “subordinate as- 
sistant." I theught, however, that the position would pay more, 
say $15.00 per week. 

While my knowledge of botany is not extensive, yet [ am not 
entirely green in ce natte [ have ofjcourse only had opportuni 
ty to study local bot Jlaces in whilch £ happened to be. 
have spent a good on i ti ime, however, in the past few years in 
this way. [ have spent all my time outside of business this year 
in the pursuit of botanical knowledge. As [ told you when there, 
f have been overhauling Dre Thurber's Grass Herb. for him, having 
spent on an average of about three nights per week at it since last 
Aprit, {t is certainly very complete, and [ have profited a good 
deal by it. My botanical experience has been almest entirely 
practical. I never made an herbarium until this year, so of 
course have not had any experience in mounting specimens. 

{ studied Latin in school some eight or nine years ago, taking 
a course of about 23 yearse Of course [ studied as a sehool boy 
would, but [I managed to imbibe something of the construct&en of the 
language, and I think I could piek it up in a reasonably short 
time. Greek I never studied at all. Frene h for only a very 
short time. German, however, I have done wore with. I can 
speak end understand, and fead and write it, each to a certain ex- 
tent. How scientific @ferman would go, however, I do not know. 

{ might add that I follewed stenography and typewriting in my 
father's office for several years, and I should judge that they 
would come in handy in the position you refer to. 

As te my ambition, capacity; and “material" [I beg to refer you 
to Dr. Thurber. He can answer such questions better than Izy as 
his wide botanical knowledge will place him in a pesition to see 
and understand desirable botanical traits in &M an undeveloped 
botanical enthusiast. sie 

{ was born in May, 1864, and so will so@n be 26 years old. 





think that a fellow of that age, if he is worth anything at all in 
the position you refer te, is worth at least $50.00 per month. A 
man of 25 that eannot get that amount in these days is net worth 
anything. You can find out from Doctor whether I am worth that to 
you er not. 

Can you give me any infermation as to price 
lodging in Cambridge? 

{f £ seeure the position [ shall of course take itwithithe 
thorough intention of learning all [ ean- A man's life ant time 
are all together too valuable to be flitted away. Each man only 
has a few years to accomplish a thing in, and it depends with him 
how much he accomplishes. {f a thing iswworth doing at all it is 
worth doing well. 

Do you still expect. 
January? { am anxiously awaiting its arrival. 
s®on hear something in regard to the Botany of California, as [ am 


of board and 


to get the new Manual out by the Ist of 
I trust you will 


very anxious to obtain’ a copy of it. 
Awaiting your reply, [ remain 
‘Yeurs very truly, 
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Chiflen BRS, 10. 13th, —_ /d#0s. 


My Dear Dr. Watsoni--- 
Your letter of the 25th ult. came to hand. LT am just 
getting over an attack of "La Grippe". 
f am sorry your letter failed te ré ach me the first time. 
It was properly aidressed, and should have ceme all right. 
f waited fer it, and when I did net hear from yeu by the Lst 
of this month, [ concluded you did not accept my offer, and so 


made arrangements with my father for another year. f am very 


sorry the post office authorities blundered se, for if had re- 


ceived the letter befere the Ist, £ should have accepted the posi- 
tion at even $40.00. {t is too late now, however, and there is ne 
use erying over spilled milk. 

{ find that I need hatin in order to properly carry en the 
study ef Botany, and so shall ef course acquire it. If I fina I 
need French, I will ebtain a knowledge of that language alse. 

[ trust the Manual will soon be placed befere the public, as 
it is a much needed work. 


Anyfnformat ion you may have in regard te the Betany of Cal. 





is 


will be acceptable to me. lL need the book very much in my study, 
and trust I shall seen run across a copye Of course [ can use 

Dr. Thurber's when I am down there, but he lives about four miles 
from me, and it is not very convenient to ¢o way down there when I 


want to look up something in that work.. 


Yeurs respectfully, 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Chin (BJ, roeir Sth, 7fG@O« 


Dear Dr. Watson, 


+ 


[I have some sad news to comuunicate to youe Dre 


vc 
fal 7 r v V re, . * . 
Thurber died on Wednesday morning, and was buried yesterday. The 
body was taken to Providence for interment. 
been suffering with an attack of rheumatism for some- 


time, as I wrote you. { saw him alive a week ago last Sunday for 


he last time, and he appeared to be much better. Last Saturday, 


however, his mind entirely left him, and he began to mumble a lot 
of unintelligible sentences, and from that time on one faeulty 
after another left hir ntil it ended in death. 
without a struggle. He was 68 years old. 
I thought you would like hear sane of the particulars, and 
sO write you these few lines. 
Sineerely yours, 


Y : 
oe Ge 
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‘Chflun TY ,—April 13th, 7f@0. 


Dear Dre Watson, 
Your letter at hand. You ask the extent of Dre Thur- 
ber's Herbarium, and what dispotition is to be made of it. 

I have just returned frau Mr. Woolson's, Doctor's son-in-law, 
and he told me that the Doetor had willed his herbarium to Harvard 
Coblege, and his library to his nephew, Harry Woolson. Of course 
I do not eare about myself being quoted as an authority for such 
newse This is simply what Mr. Woolson told me. {[ am very glad 
the herbarium has been left to Harvard, as all such herbaria, as 
valuable as the Doctor's,-should be left to some such institution. 

herbarium is undoubtedly very fine and 
complete, as te North American forms. The rest I do not know so 
much about as I did not work in it at all. You will be able to 
judge of it, however, when you get it there. 

Now f[ want to ask you a few questions. I need some botanical 
works, and I intend to purchase them one at a time as I ean afford 
its Where can I procure your "Botany of the 40th Parallel", and 
"Dr. Rothrock's Botany of the Wheeler Survey?" And what would be 


the price of each? 





< 
} 


ean you tell me a good work on the Musei 


[I would like to look into them a little. pre- 


he Manual of North American Mosses, by Messrs-e Leo Lesquereux 


Thomas James (referred to in the Botany of California) has been 
published. If so, can you tell me the price, and where I can 
preecure it? 

Awaiting your reply, I remain 


Yours sincerely, 
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